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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] The character and standing of Hemenway and Brown, Boston, Agents Bolivian 
Government. 


Extract from the report of Operative James P. McWrath for September 10th 1883 at 
Boston, Mass. 


“T received your letter of Sept. 8th and in reply 

“will state upon looking into the mater, I find 

“that Hemenway and Brown, room 2, No. 75 State St. 
“represent the old firm of Hemenway and Co. at 
“Valparaiso, Chili who have branch houses in 
“Bolivia and other places in South America. 

“Upon inquiry I find no firm stands and 

“better in Boston than the Hemenways and I 

“am fully satisfied that the order came through 

“their firm from the Bolivian Governments.” 


Operative Drummond of New York, writes under date of September 10th 1883. 


“Bolivian Consul says he has no knowledge of 
“the dies being ordered, and thinks they are for 
“counterfeiting, is going to write his Government. 
“The answer is expected to reach the Consul in 
“five weeks.” 
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[Letter Two:] 
J.L.C. 


US. Treasury Department, 
Secret-Service Division, 
Office of Chief. 
Washington, D.C., 
September 13, 1883 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir; 


I have the honor to herewith submit the results of inquiries set afoot by this Division, 
having reference to the firm of Hemenway and Brown, No. 75 State St. Boston, Mass., its 
standing and what is known of it by the Bolivian Consul at New York. In view of which I would 
ask that until the Consul is heard from, no action be taken upon the request of Messrs. 
Hemenway and Brown as to the preparation of dies for the coining of Bolivian money. 


Respectfully, 
James J. Brooks 
Chief. 


[Letter Three: ] 
[Abstract:] Testimony as to the authority of Hemenway & Brown of Boston, Mass., to contract... 


Abstract from the report of Operative Andrew L. Drummond for November 9” 1883. 


“At about 4 o’clock P.M. the Bolivian Consul General, Hon. Melchor Obarris called with 
two friends, one of which he introduced as his Hon. Modeste Omiste, Bolivian Minister to Peru. 
Mr. Obarris said the order given by Hemenway and Brown of Boston, Mass., to Hon. A.L. 
Snowden, Supt. of the U.S. Mint at Phila. to make certain Bolivian coins (and of which you 
wrote me on Sept. 10th 1883 to see Obarris about) was all straight, that Mr. Omiste had himself 
given the order through a house in Montevideo, by direction of the Bolivian Government. Mr. 
Omiste asked how and when he could see the Government Engraver. I gave him a note to Mr. 
Barer at the Mint, saying only that he had been introduced to me by the Bolivian Consul as the 
Bolivian Minister, a person can’t go much on these persons down in South America, for they 
have a Government today, and tomorrow some other fellow has it, but I suppose the order is all 
right. At any rate I have the word of the representative to this country of Bolivia that it is all 
straight.” 


